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h is not on the prog It
is not possible, when one must push
of fifty through a certain
of study in a given time, to
very mber of that .class
every time a mistake in grammasr is
made, and inflict a penalty therefor.
The consequence is that most people,
even when they are fairly well edu-
cated, speak more or less incorrectly,
and whatever purity of language may
be theirs has been the result of self-
discipline after they have arrived at
years of discretion. In the ideal sys-
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Nickens, “'aher Wal .-m- mber-
ton Cox, Eugene Peebles, Wi
Charles Jones, Clymer Lo.\ .,d'n \. h
Andersen Lewis, George Richardson, \\'al-
ter H. Grimshaw, and Charles Ev ns,

The Bohemians will observe the an-
nual custom of New Year calling in their
usual way. The club is composed of the
folowing members: Newton Grey, Ar-
thur Boswell, Frank Boswell, Clarence
Bateman, Jjoseph Herman, Charles Rick-

s, Claud Gallagher, and Gecrge Byrne.

BMiss Gertrude Ricksecker, of Canal
Dover, Ohio, is the guest of Mrs. John
Walton Steward, of Paterson, N. J., who
is spendiag the holidays with her mother,
Mrs. Philip N. Deiy of 113 B Street
southeast.

Mrs. A, Hart and Mrs. Willilam M. Bass
will be athome Thursdays in January and
February, 2005 Kalorama Avenue, Wash-
ington Heights. Thursday, January 2,
they will have with them Mrs. A. D.
Frank and Mrs. Gilbert Hart, of Baltie
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ALONG THE SKIRMISH LINE.

“Do you believe ia accepting the in-
evitable?”

“I don't see what else there is
except to lei it accept me.”

>
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The difference between affection and
affectation is two letters 2nd 3 whole dic-
tionary full ¢f epithefs.

It is hard to convince some people that
decline of the stage is not due to the

the
fzct that it has declined their services.

“I feel,” said the ambitious suitor,
“that the fire of genius burns within my
soul, and that you would be my inspir-
ation, my support, my—"'

“The long and short of it inter-
rupied the matter-of-fact maiden, “you
wani me to be the bellows for the fire of

and I don’t think I should like it.”

“The meotto of the rising American lit-
erary man Excelsior!” exclaimed the
president of the literary
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outsider.
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condition, and one that may pre-

cipitate the question of annexation upon

the people of the two countries in an

aspect that will leave neither any liberty
of choice.

Halter Versus Precept.
(Memphis Scimitar.)

Another Philippine province is to be
put back under martial law, the native
officials appointed by the Americans hav-
ing been serving the insurgents, like
others.in similar circumstances. When
will our authorities learn that the halter
is more convincing than precept in deal-
ing with the most treacherous of all
races?

Setting 8 Good Example,
{Philadelphia Record. )

In the Iate controyersy Argentina and
Chile bave both given proef of mvdera-
tion and good sense. A diplomatic error
ol the par{ of either would have made
war inevitable over a question of bound-
ary that was not worth the t of a
mau, cheap as men are held be in
South America.
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LIVE TOPI(S ABOUT TOWN.

“There is little or no ermine in stock
in Washington,” seid a Jeading fur dealer,
“I doubt If there iz enough in stock In
the whole country to make a coronativa
robe. The Buglish demand has éwept the
market clear. ' There will be more ermine
at the corcmation of King Edward than
has ever been seen at one place before
in the history of the world. Up to cor-
onation week it will be the most valu-
able fur in the world, and any that has
actually been worn in a coronation robe
will continue to be wvery valuable, but
thereafter it will drop in price and de-
cline in fashion till another coronation
comes.

“When any article of limifed supply
and =pec1al demand for iimited occasions
has a run, gets out of the general field
and loses its vlace. Fashion crowns an-
other favorite and exiles its former queen.
Whe wears beaver mow? Even sealskin
has lost ifs grip. It became too common,
and now that it is becoming scarce the
prices refoses to soar, because the pub-
lic taste has passed on to other furs. The
variety is endless. Flue, silver, and
black fox, marten and sable, sea ottar,
and Per lamb head lists, but there
forty fars sale.
Nashingtén will never make a heavy de-
mand for furs. It is too far South. Bur
it the best of what is go-
ing. per in time,
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A SHIP TRUST PORMING.

e
Purpose of Organization Is Strength-
ening of Lake Rates,

CHICAGO, De¢. 80.—Lumbermen and
sh'ppers next yedr will have to reckon
with a vessel trust that is being organized
for the strenghtening of rates.

The combination of vessels is to be
known as thes Lumber Transit Company,
and it will be capitalized at $2,500,000. A
charter is now being obtrined under the
laws of the State of Maine, by a com-
mittee which was appointed at a meeting
in Detroit some weeks ago. Fifty or sixty
ships will be the strength of the trust
fieet at the outset.

The details of the project have all been
carefully worked out. The boats to be
purchased by the trust will be paid for |
partly in stock and partly in bonds. The
valuations will depend largely upon In-
land Lioyds Vessel Register, although that |
insurance book will not be accepted as
final in Getermining what pay vessel own-
€Ts arz o receive for their property.

A ger-Tal meeting of all vessel owners
interested in carrying lumber on the lakes
will be held in Detroit month. im-
mediately after ihe meeting of the
Carriers’ Association
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PINOVAR WILL RECOVER.

v

| conneetion with the secre

Every Day Stories of the
Workings and Workers of the Departments,

Probably no Goverament bureau con- I
tains among its working force as many |
members of the Independent Order of Odd |
Fellows as the Pension Office. Amcng‘
this number John H. Wood, assistant x
chief of the record division, holds a fore- |
most place as an ardent ana unselfish |
worker. Appointed from Indiana January
21, 1882, to a clerkship in the Pension Of- !
fice, he has steadily worked his way up |
through many successive grades until he
{ now occupies a position of great responsi-
bility. In 1885 Mr. Wood fcrmed his first |
order for

0

| which he has so faithfully libored dur-

{

I

{ the

ing the past sixteen years. ¥rom the
start he has peen untiring in his efforts | :
fm‘ the good of the order, having *2en one
o{ the founders of Federal City Lodge No.
). He has filled all the elective offices of I
subordinate as well as the grand |

| lodge of the District until he now holds |

| campment and Patriarchs Militant.
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Probably the first step to be made by
Congress toward Government ownership
of the telegraph lines will be the con-
sideration and passage of the Corliss bill
to authorize the construction, operation,
and maintenance of telegraph cabies be-
tween the United States and ﬂawaii,
Guam and the Philippine Islands. Mr.
Corliss has devoted much time to the
study of Government ownerchip of the
telegraph and isi‘satisfied that when the
questioa is fully presented to the House
it will receive favorable attention. There
seems to be no doubt about the early pas-
sage of his bill authorizing the construc-
tion of the cable by the Government.
Those who advotate Government owner-
ship of the telegr=ph lines say that when
the Corliss bill ‘comes; up it will be an
easy matier $0 2mend it by Inserting a
clause providing for the purchase of tke
existing telagraph systems. The senti-
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Although he is always gracious and po-
lite to women, yet Chairman Theodore E.
Burton, of the Rivers and Harbors Com-
mittee, is ill at ease when he is at a so-
cial function where they predominate. The
pleasant nothings of society conversation
do not comz readily to his lips. Not long
ago he was called upon to admire the new
baby that had come to a young Cleveland
couple whom he had known for many
¥ears.

“And what do you think of her?” asked
the proud mothor, holding up the little
one, who was staring at the Congressman
unabashed. =

“Ah,” sald Mr. Burion, casting about
for somethiug pleasant to say, ‘it seoms—
ah—to hay>—to Bave an exceedingly in-
telligent way of opening its mouth.”
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g Past Grand Master ofi

.‘s.' 12, Georgetown. Mr. Wood
an active member in the two
8 of Cdd Fellowship — the En-

Another enthusiastic worker in the
use ¢f Odd Fellowshiup in the Pension
found in Nathaniel W. Bridges,
e oléd war and navy d on cof the
psion Oifice. Much of his spare time is
3 to ine labor incident to the busi-
great fraternal organization.
5 also a co-labasrer with
being a member of the Re-
many years past. Mrs. Bridges

>ntly elected Noble Grand of I

ze, No. 4, Order Rebekahs.
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N. W. Hailey, of the eastern divi-
the Pension Office, Las returned
desk after an enforcvd absence of
s through a painful sprain of the

of

s icians apprr‘mrx‘l»d sericus
con: ‘nw‘me- from the pccurre and his
are now congratulating him ;
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eceived to their proper divisions.
> thin his provirece to read
repare for signature and press copy
31: let(ﬂr‘: sent oui. Mr. Sleman super-
vises the duties of the executive clerk and |
charge of the record of attendance |
clerks and employes. He prepares re-
qx.xsxm0n< for supplies, except those af-
fecting the appropriations for the bureas,
and m the same manner has supervision
of furniture and carpets and all repairs
thereof, and of the carpenter shop and,
of the laborers, charwomen, and hundreds
of other things. Mr. Sleman’s executive
ability bhas often been commented upon.
He is an untiring worker and has been
promoted a number of times for his effi-
ciency and faithful discharge ef -his du-
des.
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T. B. Harrison is one of the section
chiefs of the Division of Statistics con-
nected with the Agricuitural Department,
This division through the agency of about
275,000 correspondents cellects statistics
and makes estimates concerning the pro-
ducts ef agriculture; estimates the area
annually sown tc corn, wheat, cats, bar-
ley. rye, buckwheat, 2nd potatoes, and
¢ollects information during thi growing
season concerning these crops, ss to

{ affairs of his division are kept goi

{ in the

in all this work, wkich
part of the l.xbo's which fall to {his office,
(‘ompxlauons and tabulations must be
made of ali the world’s pro uctiens by
countries frem official znd commercial
sources. This divisiou of the Department
of Agriculture iz divided into th

tions, each presided over by a ¢

whom devolves the task of v'pr-vn"-n ling
the multiplex duties of part lar sec-
tion. Under Mr. Harrison's guidance the
in a

ie only a small

systematic manner.

Crange S. Pirmin is the assistant chief
of the paymaster’s division of U‘c Aundt-
tor’s Office in the War Department. which
position he has held for many years past.
{ Mr. Firmin was born in Richfieid Ohio, in
{ 1841. A few years afterward he removed,
with his parents, to Massachuse tts, wh
he received a cecmmon schoo! education.
Al the age of seventeen he wen: to live
in Rockville, Conn., and there learred the
trade of art designing in woolen fabries.
He rsmained at his work uniil the out-
break of the civil war, when ke enlisted
in the Seventh Connecticut Volr
served for three years. After
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years of age, and owing to his
appearance his application was

for & month or two, but he finally
came ihis obstacle and was appointed w
the rest of the applicants. After
one year and nine months’ duty a -
keeper, he made application tive
duiy and received his ar ment several
weeks later. He was ned to the
First precinct, and af g

yvears' street duty he w

the Third precinct, where,
of his tramsferring, he hei
mirable and eaviable record.
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and was acting sergeant for severa!
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last, he was promoted to [ul! argeantcy
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